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the unprofitable trees as soon as they are discovered.
In the case of the Australian and some other worthless
mutations of Navel orange trees performance records are
hardly necessary, as any experienced man should be able
to recognize such poor types at a glance. For the segre-
gation of trees which represent undesirable mutations,
whose chief difference is that of yield, the performance
record is indispensable.
There is no scientific evidence to warrant the belief
that anything worth while may be gained by the selection
and propagation of trees whose high yield is due to fluctua-
tion. It is vital that the high yield be due to a true muta-
tion in order that the type may be propagated and progress
:made. As a matter of fact, the standard type of Wash-
ington Navel is normally a heavy bearer and the majority
of mutations observed are retrogressive. It is chiefly
to counteract retrogression that top-working is practiced.
Occasionally, however, mutations of peculiar value appear.
The Thomson and the Navelencia may be cited as exam-
ples. It is not unlikely that a general increase in the
amount of individual tree study by many growers may
lead to the discovery of new mutations which may be of
great value to the industry. For him who brings such
mutations to light is awaiting both honor and financial
reward.
THE  SELECTION   OF BUD-WOOD
The foregoing discussion emphasizes the fact that the
selection of bud-wood is an exceedingly important matter,
for if one does everything else in the most approved way